
Activities Coordinator – Derek Woods
Derek comes over from Naples High School after four year tenure as a football 

coach and math teacher. Previous to that he was at Lely High School where he was a 

football and baseball coach as well as a teacher. Prior to that he was at Northern Illinois 

where he helped the team achieve an 8-6 record. They also won their 6th straight MAC 

West title and played Boise State in the Poinsettia Bowl on December 23rd in San 

Diego, CA . Coach Woods was a defensive analyst that assisted with the linebackers. 

He coached Boomer Mays (2015 1st Team All-MAC, Lombardi Watch List and 2015 

x2 MAC West Player of the Week), Bobby Jones (x1 MAC West Player of the Week), 

Sean Folliard, Renard Cheren, Josh Corcoran, Jawaun Johnson, Sutton Smith, and 

Jamaal Payton.

Woods began his coaching career after his playing career was cut short due to 

injuries. He got his first coaching start at St. John Neumann High School in Naples, FL. 

While at Neumann he coached football, track and field, and also coached baseball.

After his time at St. John Neumann, Coach Woods 

continued coaching football and basketball at Palmetto 

Ridge High School in Naples, Florida, where he was also 

taught mathematics.

The next fall, Woods accepted a position to coach 

wide receivers at Beloit College as former Barron Collier 

Alum Chris Brann was the Head Coach. Jeff DiSandro and 

Woods installed and implemented the triple option into 

Beloit’s offense. The Bucs paved the way for Mason Dixon 

to rush for 1,326 yards as a true freshman, while Woods’ 

receivers accumulated 893 yards with 12.1 yard average. 

He also served as the video coordinator.

The following year Woods coached safeties at North 

Park University and recruited South Florida and the 

Northwest Suburbs of Chicago. Woods held an important 

role within the Viking’s defensive success in the 2014 

season as he developed 2nd Team All Conference, Phil 

Pendleton. He also handled all the film, defensive 

breakdowns, and equipment.

A native of Naples, Florida. Woods graduated from 

Gulf Coast high school in 2006 and was blessed to continue 

his playing career at Concordia-Wisconsin where he and his 

teammates finished a perfect (10-0) season. Woods returned 

to Naples to receive his B.A.S. in Supervision and 

Management from Florida Southwestern State College in 

2011 and M. Ed. in Educational Leadership in 2019. 

Woods, his wife Kimberly, and sons Liam and Jackson 

reside in Naples, FL.
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